
 

 

 

July 24, 2020 

 

Hello Vida community members, 

 

Thank you to our staff and families who took time on Wednesday to express opinions and pose 

questions about our plans for returning to school. I appreciate the opportunity to hear from you directly. 

 

On Wednesday I shared our drafted Distance Learning Continuity of Education plan, and today I am 

sharing an updated version of our Health and Safety Plan. The Health and Safety Plan was modified 

today as our Pandemic Team took into consideration your questions and feedback. 

 

While these plans will be submitted to our Board for approval on Monday, they will continue to be 

revised as further Guidance is released from the CDC and from state officials. Likewise, while the Plan 

outlines Vida Charter School’s approach, additional details regarding some of the protocols, such our 

school’s response to a positive or suspected case of Covid-19 or how we will enforce social distancing 

and mask-wearing will be communicated in a more user-friendly format, and continually revised as 

more guidance is released. We will share more concise information through FAQs within the next 

week.  

 

I want to briefly address a question posed by some community members regarding our proposed model 

of reopening. Our Health and Safety Plan indicates “Total reopen for all students and staff (but some 

students/families opt for Distance Learning)” which will allow families a choice between in-person and 

distance instruction. This decision comes after our Pandemic Team thoroughly read guidance and 

recommendations (linked within the Plan), and then took that information and applied it in the context of 

Vida Charter School. This means we considered the following factors, among others: 

 Location of Vida as relates to the current COVID-19 statistics 

 Our physical building, opportunity to use indoor and outdoor space for instruction, and capacity 

for physical distancing, ventilation, and cleaning 

 The ages of our learners 

 The comparatively low number of students in cohorts  

 The diversity needs and backgrounds of our population 

Taking our context and our health and safety measures into consideration, we feel that we can safely 

accommodate all of our students whose families opt to send them for in-person instruction. At the same 

time, we respect the decision of many families to opt for Distance Learning which is why we are 

committed to offering a quality bilingual remote learning option.  

 

The Pandemic Team discussed a number of other models for returning to school, but the honest truth is 

that I do not believe it is appropriate, or possible, for Vida administrators or Board members to decide 

which of our students can attend and which cannot. I do not think it’s okay or necessary to tell some 

families that they must keep their children home, even on alternating days. There is no magic formula 

for deciding which elementary children (or families) need in-person instruction more than others. I am 

trusting Vida families to know if their child will be best served in-person at Vida, or can receive their 

Vida instruction at home with adult support. 
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We ask all members of the Vida community to use this summer to practice the preventative 

measures that we will be requiring and reinforcing within the school. It’s everyone’s responsibility 

to keep our community safe, by being prepared and accustomed to these practices before entering the 

school building. The measures include: 

 properly wearing a mask (covering the mouth and nose) 

 keeping hands away from the face 

 washing hands frequently 

 stay at least 6 feet apart (2 arms’ lengths) from other people 

 stay home when you are sick 

 

Thank you very much for your continued support. We will be sending additional updates next week and 

in the meantime, do not hesitate to email or call me at school. Take care and stay safe. 

 

Christine Miller, Executive Director 

Vida Charter School 

christinemiller@vidacharterschool.com 
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